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instigated by Ms new  adviser, now  depended to
bring Mm back with flying colours into the comity
of Catholic sovereigns, whilst bating no jot of Ms
claims to do as he chose in his own realm.    Such a
policy was one after Henry's own heart..     It was
showy and tricky, and might, if successful, cover
him with glory, as well as redound greatly to his
profit in the case of the dismemberment of France.
But it would have been impossible whilst the union
symbolised by the Cleves marriage existed ;   and,
seen by this light,  the eagerness of Gardiner to
find a way for the King to dismiss the wife who had
personally repelled him is easily understood, as well
as Cromwell's disinclination to do so.-  The encour-
agement of the marriage with Katharine Howard,
part of the same intrigue, was still further to attach
the King to its promoters,  and the match was
doubtless intended at the same time to conciliate
Norfolk  and the nobles wMlst   Gardiner   carried
through his policy.  'We shall see that, either by
strange  chance or  deep  design,  those who were
opposed to this policy were the men who were
instrumental in shattering the marriage that was
its concomitant.
Henry and his consort arrived at Hampton
Court from the North on the soth October 1541,
and to his distress he found Ms only son, Edward,
seriously ill of quartan fever. All the physicians
within reach were summoned, and reported to the
anxious father that the child was so fat and un-
healthy as to be unlikely to live long. The King
had now been married to Katharine for fifteen
months, and there were no signs of probable issue.
Strange whispers were going about on back stairs